


OUR MISSION

We are people who worship Jesus Christ, reaching out to teach and 
share his love for people. We believe through the Holy Spirit, God 
has empowered us to worship Jesus Christ through music, Word and 
Sacrament; To Teach the gospel through Sunday School, confirmation, 
Bible Study and Youth Ministry. To share the gospel and reach out 
through Fellowship, Evangelism and Ministry to all in need.

JOIN US for Worship, Fellowship
& Sunday School each week!

*  Worship begins @ 9 am  *  Fellowship @ 10 am 
*  Sunday School @ 10 am (September - May)

801 Monroe Street
La Porte City, IA 50651

(319) 342-2852

Services led by
Pastor Sevaraj Periannan

(Pastor Selva)

Email:
selvaperia@gmail.com

Phone: 
(319) 961-5828

***

Church Secretary
Jeff Voelschow

Email:
alsecretary@lpctel.net

***
FIND US ONLINE

lpcamericanlutheran.org

lpcamericanlutheranchurch

lpcamericanlutheranchurch3973

***

Select a Sunday.
Select a Role.

BE OF SERVICE.

Welcome to Worship

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST

INTRODUCTION

We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was 
raised on that day. Every Sunday is a little Easter. This Sunday 
feels more like Easter than many as the appointed texts 
celebrate the reality of the resurrection. Live it up this Lord’s 
day. Our God is the God of the living.

PRELUDE  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

(Congregation, please stand)

**All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins.

Blessed by the holy Trinity,    one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, 
you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your 



O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and 
direct our hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day 
of judgment. Inspire us for a holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the 
resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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(Acolytes come forward to light the candles once the congregation has started to sing our 
gathering hymn.)

ELW #636  How Small Our Span of Life 
GATHERING 

HYMN

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

GREETING

ELW pg. 138-140

“Glory to God” in the red hymnal

KYRIE
& CANTICLE

OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF
THE DAY

(Congregation, please be seated)

Job 19:23-27a
23 “O that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a 
book! 24 O that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on a 
rock forever! 25 For I know that my vindicator lives and that in the end he 
will stand upon the earth; 26 and after my skin has been destroyed, then in 
my flesh I shall see God, 27a whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall 
behold, and not another.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

FIRST 
READING

Job suffers the loss 
of children, wealth, 

and health. Accused 
by his companions of 

wrongdoing, he knows 
himself to be innocent. 

Here, in the midst of his 
suffering, Job clings to 

the radical hope that his 
vindicator, his redeemer, 

lives; and that one day he 
himself will see God.

paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace 
the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We 
exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead 
of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have 
broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 
Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you,   in Christ Jesus your 
sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen. 
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Psalm 17:1-9PSALM
Keep me as the apple of 

your eye; hide me under 
the shadow of your wings.

(Psalm 17:8)

1Hear a just cause, O Lord; give heed to my cry; listen to my prayer, which 
does not come from lying lips.
2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; let your eyes be fixed 
on justice.
3 Examine my heart, visit me by night, melt me down; you will find no 
impurity in me.
4 I have not regarded what others do; at the word of your lips I have 
avoided the ways of the violent. 
5 My footsteps hold fast to your well-worn path; and my feet do not slip.
6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; incline your ear to me 
and hear my words.
7 Show me your marvelous lovingkindness, O Savior of those who take refuge 
at your right hand from those who rise against them.
8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me under the shadow of your wings,
9 from the wicked who assault me, from my deadly enemies who surround me. 

(Second Reading continued on page 5)

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
1As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together 
to him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind 
or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the 
effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3 Let no one deceive you in any 
way, for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the law-
less one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts 
himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his 
seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 5 Do you not remem-
ber that I told you these things when I was still with you?
13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters 
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation 
through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 For this 
purpose he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold 

SECOND 
READING

This portion of the letter 
provides encouragement 

for the church at 
Thessalonica during a 
time of confusion and 

opposition, as some 
allowed their concern over 

Jesus’ imminent return 
to divert them from the 
central teachings of the 

gospel.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46260

(Gospel Reading continued on page 6)

fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or 
by our letter.
16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us 
and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your 
hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

(Congregation, please stand)

Luke 20:27-38
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 
28 and asked him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 
brother dies leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow 
and raise up children for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers; the 
first married a woman and died childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third 
married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32 Finally the 
woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman 
be? For the seven had married her.”
34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 
marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and 

GOSPEL
Some Sadducees, who 

do not believe in the 
resurrection of the dead, 

try to trap Jesus. They 
formulate the convoluted 

case of a serial widow 
who marries a succession 

of seven brothers. Jesus 
responds by teaching 

about God to whom all 
are alive and in whom all 
relationships are fulfilled.
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(Congregation, please be seated)

CHILDREN’S
SERMON

SERMON

HYMN OF 
THE DAY ELW #339  Christ, the Life of All the Living

THE 
APOSTLES’ 

CREED

(Congregation, please stand) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen.

in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 
36 Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are 
children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the 
dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where 
he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him all of 
them are alive.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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OFFERTORY

PRAYERS OF 
INTERCESSION

Petitions end “Hear us, O God” Congregation responds, “Your mercy is great.”

SHARING 
THE PEACE (Congregation, please be seated)

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

(Congregation, please stand)

(Congregation, please stand) 

ELW #679   For the Fruit of All Creation (verse 2)

In the just reward of labor, God’s will be is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done. 
In our world-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done. 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company
Arr. © Oxford University Press 

OFFERING
PRAYER

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill 
them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed 
body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S 
PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING

SENDING 
HYMN

ELW #638  Blessed Assurance

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026260. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. 
Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin 
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God. DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and 
God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless 
you,  and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 
Amen.

The circle is a symbol for God, as well as for eternity, due to its lack of a 
beginning or an end. It also reminds us of how the church year (not unlike 
the secular calendar) flows from season to season and moves smoothly from 
Christ the King Sunday (the culmination of the liturgical calendar) to the 
First Sunday of Advent (a new beginning). Indeed, the One who rules all 
is the same One whose first and final comings we anticipate anew during 
Advent. 


